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New Focus for Our Newsletter. ..

One of the teachings of Unity at the “Village” is to expose ourselves to as many teachings as possible. One reason is so that
we can see the metaphysical similarities of all monotheistic religions or movements. As INTA would say it, “There is Unity in
our Diversity.” Another is so that we can better relate to other persons on a spiritual path to understanding. If you happen
to be a minister, this study equips you to communicate with other schools of thought.

We want to feature a movement with a brief description of it's tenants, its practices and worship customs. In addition to the
study of various movements we will also feature a contemporary author or teacher of New Thought. This is where you come
in. You are invited to submit articles about movements or book reports about a contemporary author or teacher that has
resonated with you. Do not forget that the Conference is committed to the teachings of Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, co-
founders of the Unity movement, so that article regarding their life, teachings or writings are invited. As students of Truth we
are all aware that Truth is where you find it. Charles Fillmore said of the Unity movement: ...."Unity is a link in the great edu-
cational movement inaugurated by Jesus Christ; our objective is to discern the truth in Christianity and prove it. The truth
that we teach is not new; neither do we claim special revelations or discovery of new religious principles. Our purpose is to
help and teach mankind to use and prove the eternal Truth taught by the Master."

It is the belief of the editor that there is an eternal truth in every New Thought movement and that in their heart of hearts
these movements have a purpose in alignment with each other, as we all do. This day and age does not provide for energy
spent to disprove the beliefs of others but to prove our own truths as we understand them. In a

writing by Kahill Gibran, he states that marriage is a realm in which each person must stand On the inside
alone in their togetherness. This is so, today, if we are to rise above that which causes strife and

become a solution to that which encourages unity. Rev. Paula Ryan 2
Love in the Midst of

Nothing is ever a part of this newsletter that doesn’t invite your comments and ideas. Please feel
Transition 3

free to reply to Rev. Charles Smith at: drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com
FTC Income Statement 4

Charles Fillmore 4
It's that time of year. .. Fillmore Theological

College 5
There are two items due at this time of year. 1) Quarterly reports are due and 2) Annual Dues

Zoroastrianism 7

are due.

e Quarterly reports are very important in that they keep us in compliance with IRS non- |You are invited to submit
profit (501 c-3) requirements. Your level of activity doesn’t matter however, sending the |your articles and church
report does. You can find a form for quarterly reports on page 5 of this newsletter. news for inclusion in our

e Annual Dues As you well know, it is your dues and tithes that keep the Conference on Prac- |newsletter.
tical Christianity functioning. The form for new members or for submitting your annual
dues is on page 5 of this newsletter. You are appreciated.

Email to:
drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com

We fairly sizzle with zeal and enthusiasm to do the work that is ours to do.
Charles Fillmore




Featured Contemporary
Prosperity Advisor,
Rev. Paula Langguth Ryan

Internet Discoveries . ..

Ryan has made it her life's mission to
give people the resources they need
to change the way they think and
feel about money -- so you can
achieve personal prosperity and
abundance in all areas of your
life. She takes all the bits and pieces
you've learned about prosperity and
connects the dots and fills in the
blanks, to help you put it all together
and create lasting change in your life.

Once bankrupt herself, Ryan is the author of Bounce Back
From Bankruptcy: A Step-By-Step Guide to Getting Back
On Your Financial Feet, 3rd Ed and Giving Thanks: The
Art of Tithing. Paula has appeared on local and national tele-
vision and radio shows including WOR's The Dolans, with Ken
and Daria Dolan; PBS' Financial Freedom, and NBC's Today in
New York. She writes a groundbreaking prosperity e-zine,
"The Art of Abundance" and lectures nationwide.

Paula Langguth Ryan combines practical personal financial
tips with metaphysical prosperity principles to help you heal
your relationship with money -- so you can tap your true po-
tential and live the life of abundance you were born to live.

Rev. Paula is ordained by the Conference on Practical Christi-
anity and is a contributor to this newsletter.

It is well worth the time to take a tour of Paula’s website,
www.artofabundance.com

Rev. Ryan not only teaches, lectures and coaches prosperity
but she lives it every moment of her life. It has been said the
if you want to become successful, in anything you do, it would
be well to associate with successful people. It doesn’t matter
what area of life a person is successful. The principles are the
same. Paula is one of those successful people with whom we
should all seek an association. Learn her principles, lifestyle
and habits and integrate them into you life. Read her books,
try to attend a lecture, invite her to your church to hold a
workshop are some of the ways you can develop a relation-
ship.

http://www.artofabundance.com

Rev. Paula Ryan's website Art of Abundance. Much to do and
to read and to learn.

http://www.picasa.google.com

Picasa is a software download from Google that helps you
organize, edit, and share your photos. It's free, and easy to
use. Pretty amazing program and it is easy to use and . . .
it's free.

http://www.free.avg.com

Probably the best virus protection software available. It is a
free, well documented program that is easy to use. Install
it, set automatic updates and forget it. Don't forget to
uninstall all other virus protection programs before you use
avg.

http://www.downloads.com
A great site. Almost always a trusted site. I use it regularly.

Read the fine print on everything you download no matter
what the site. This site has many free downloads.

A Laugh with a moral .. ..

One sunny day a Catholic, Baptist, and Unity Minister were
going fishing. Right after they left, the Catholic realized that
he had left his supplies on the shore. He got out of the boat,
walked on the water, got his supplies on the shore, and
walked back on the water and got back into the boat.

Then, the Baptist realized that they did not have enough
bait. he got out of the boat, walked on the water, bought a
pack of bait, and walked back on the water and got back into
the boat.

Then, the Unity Minister realized that his watch was not
working, and he wanted to buy a new one. He took it off, got
out of the boat, but sunk all the way down to the bottom of
the ocean.

Then, the Catholic and the Baptist looked at each other and
said, "Oops, I guess we should have told him were the rocks
are!"

We are never to feel we have all of the answers or that we
are equal or less equal to anyone outside of our relationship
with God. Our faith will always show us where the rocks are.
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Love in the Midst of Transition
by Rev. Susan Gumm

I am moved to tell the story of what could have been an experi-
ence of deep sorrow that turned into a story of deep love and
peace. As ministers, we are called forth to witness and assist in
the transition of a soul from this worldly experience into the
spiritual realm. We have witnessed the deep grief and pain of
those who are preparing to let go of their loved one while we
lead the dying and the family through this necessary process we
call death.

My nineteen year old daughter recently lost her best friend Binh
to a rare type of cerebral Lupus. She went into the hospital on
March 3™ with an episode that the doctors hoped to bring back
into control. Binh had been diagnosed with Lupus five years
earlier, and the sporadic episodes were now beginning to
worsen. Unfortunately after two weeks in the hospital, Binh was
placed on a respirator as her disease quickly advanced. It was
in the third week that her once healthy and strong body began
to break down and doctors, although they valiantly tried, were
unable to slow the aggressive disease in her body. By the fourth
week her brain, lungs, stomach and kidneys were hemorrhaging.

My husband and I received a call late in the evening on April 2™
from her father stating that the doctors had said Binh would die
and all had been done to save her; it could be by morning. We
called our daughter who was up at college in Ft. Collins, Colo-
rado and jumped in the car to go pick her up and bring her to
the hospital. I tried as best as I could to prepare her for what
she would see with Binh on life support, but nothing can prepare
you emotionally for your first experience with life support.

It was on April 4" that Binh would be taken off life support. We
were invited to be at the hospital with the family as they were
removing life support at six. I had witnessed the removal of life
support before, and have been at the bedside of many who have
passed, yet I was not prepared for the ritual that would unfold
before us. Binh and her family are of the Vietnamese Buddhist
tradition. Over the previous two days a tape-player laid above
her head with a continuous prayer chant. As it was explained to
me, this prayer was preparing her soul for her journey. Around
4:00 a Buddhist monk arrived to give Binh a blessing then the
family began to gather around the bedside.

At 6:00 when all the family had arrived (about 40), the most
beautiful ritual began. Binh’s sister and her cousins began to
gently wash her face, hands and feet. Then they ever so care-
fully painted the nails on her toes and hands, anointed her with
oil and perfume and put a little makeup on her face. In her bed
they placed a few meaningful items. This act was done with so
much love, so much honor and so much beauty that the entire
room had an aura of love. I watched with awe as those with so
much grief displayed pure unconditional love in the way they
prepared Binh. Her mother, father and others spoke to her and
kissed her.

Then they prepared to remove the life support. The doctors
came in and everyone gathered around the bed as they played
a new prayer chant. We were asked by her father to withhold
our outbursts of crying so that Binh would not feel the need to
linger — so that her soul would freely and peacefully move onto
its appointed journey. As the life support was removed and the
machines finally went silent, Binh quickly let go and gave up
her earthly life for a more wonderful journey.

Immediately after the doctors whispered to her father that she
had gone, they began to play a Buddhist prayer spoken by a
monk and then chanted several prayers. As this was all spoken
in Vietnamese, my daughter and I did not understand what was
said, but we understood instinctively the significance of the
chants and prayers which were guiding her soul on its way.
The prayers and chants, recited by all of her family in unison,
were given for almost an hour and were incredibly powerful.
Then her father thanked everyone who was part of her life and
what they had given to her and asked that we each celebrate
her new life and freedom. Her body was slowly covered as all
were assured her soul had begun its new journey in a new life.

A mantle of peace then rested upon all of us who had been
grieving for Binh for days - we would describe it as the grace of
the Holy Spirit. The room was filled immediately with a healing
power. Binh was out of her pain and suffering and was beauti-
ful, whole and well in the spiritual realm. We then recognized
the power of this ritual; it was not about the death of Binh — we
did not need to feel sorry for her because we knew that her
soul was in its perfection in the divine realm - we recognized
that it was us, those left behind, that still remain in the world of
suffering. Our sense of loss was replaced with the beginning of
hope and healing even if we could not make sense of the loss of
such a vibrant young woman.

As I reflect on this experience I wish to ask all of you who min-
ister to the dying and their families to think about ways we may
better assist those who are passing. Most of us in the western
world have lost this sense of peace that these ancient rituals
offer to the family. Perhaps we can better help the dying move
toward their highest and best good by assisting the living in
honoring and blessing the dying. Perhaps we can help those
grieving to let go and encourage the journey, instead of holding
on. Perhaps we can offer a greater sense of peace and stand in
prayer more than just a few moments and encourage the soul
to begin anew in the light of pure love. The loving death ritu-
als of Binh’s family and their tradition had a profound affect
on me and really made me take a second look on how death
is treated in our culture. I believe that we all should embrace
an experience such as this in order to show more love and
peacefulness to our departing loved ones.

Editor’'s Note:

I was so moved by the way in which Rev. Susan communicated
her thoughts in a way that could be readily understood I
thought to re-run this article from a Spring of ‘08 Issue.
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Fillmore Theological College -
Annual Income Statement i 12/31/08

Beginning Cash Balance
Revenue:

Tuition Receipts
Gifts
Total Receipts

Cost of Goods Sold:

Beginning Inventory

Add:  Purchases
Freight-in
Direct Labor
Indirect Expenses
Less: Ending Inventory

Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit (Loss)

Expenses:

Advertising
Amortization

Bad Debts

Bank Charges
Charitable Contributions
Compensation
Computer HW/SW
Credit Card Fees
Delivery Expenses
Depreciation

Dues and Subscriptions
Insurance

Interest

Maintenance
Miscellaneous

Office Expenses
Operating Supplies
Payroll Taxes
Permits and Licenses
Postage

Professional Fees

Professional Memberships

Rent

Repairs

Telephone

Travel

Utilities

Web Development
Web Hosting

Total Expenses

Net Operating Income

Other Income:

Gain (Loss) on Sale of
Assets

Interest Income
Total Other Income

Net Income (Loss)
Ending Cash Balance

$1,497.38

$1,497.38

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$1,497.38

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$26.00
$0.00
$295.18
$622.82
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$95.46
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$40.00
$100.00
$0.00
$0.00
$93.94
$0.00
$0.00
$400.00

$65.96
_ $1,739.36

-$241.98

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
-$241.98

$582.27

$340.29

Charles Fillmore

conversion--"The experience associated with and involving a
definite and decisive adoption of religion, especially a Christian
religion" (Webster). Conversion is a change of heart and is a
real experience, but it is merely introductory to the new life in
Christ. When a person arrives at a certain exalted conscious-
ness through the exercise of his mind in thinking about God
and His laws, he is lifted above the thoughts of the world into a
heavenly realm. This is the beginning of his entry into the
kingdom of heaven. When man attains this high place in con-
sciousness he is baptized by the Spirit; that is, his mind and
even his body are suffused with spiritual essences, and he be-
gins the process of becoming a new creature in Christ Jesus.

transfiguration--Supernatural change of appearance that
takes place as one experiences the full flow of divine power
through his being. A lifting up of the soul that electrifies the
body, causing it to shine. An example held before every fol-
lower of the Christ, of the glory it is possible to experience
through habitual uplift of life and thought.

transmutation--Change in character, from one phase to an-
other. The lifting up of mind and body, from material aspect to
spiritual character. According to modern science this whole
universe of forms can be dissolved into energy, from which it
may again be formed. Science does not say that the directive
and formative power is man, but the Bible so teaches and es-
pecially Jesus. Jesus said that all authority was given to Him in
heaven and on earth. He manifested His power in a small way
by multiplying a few loaves and fishes to feed more than five
thousand persons. In various other instances He demonstrated
that He had an understanding of the transmutation of sub-
stance. He raised His flesh body to an energy level far higher
in potential life and substance than any reached before.

Spiritual realization— of divine substance enriches the soil or
thought-stuff of the mind. Jesus considered divine substance
the treasure field in which He could find the fulfillment of His
every need. Every demonstration over mortal limitations is
followed by a realization of infinite reality. When man puts
away the belief in the reality of matter, there follows a realiza-
tion of the presence of true substance, of which matter is a
mortal concept. Hence this thought-stuff may be made active
by holding an affirmation. The rich substance of the kingdom of
God is pouring its plenty perpetually into my mind and affairs,
and I am in all ways prospered.

Editor’'s Comment:

On our individual journeys to spiritual knowledge and under-

standing there are many beneficial attainments on our way to
the goal. It is said it is not so much reaching the goal as it is
what we become on the way. Take time to consider this.

Logos . ..




Fillmore Theological College

Rev. Donald Hudson
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To obtain an catalogue or to ask for an application to Fillmore Theological College, please call:

1-877-FTC(382)-3888
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Or visit our website: www.fillmorecollege.com

Ponder this ...

Why is it that most irons have a set-
ting for 'permanent press' garments?

If space & time are the same as Ein-
stein said, can you be five miles late?

Right now I'm having amnesia and
deja vu at the same time. I think I've
forgotten this before

Last night I lay in bed looking up at
the stars in the sky and I thought to
myself, "Where the heck is the ceil-
ing?!"

He who has, so shall he who. - OIld

Norwegian Proverb

Money can't buy everything... but
then again neither can no money.

People will accept your ideas much
more readily if you tell them that Ben-
jamin Franklin said it first.

Ever stop to think and forget to start
again?

Time is what keeps everything from
happening at once.

Volume 4, Issue 2

501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

Professional Member Quarterly Rep

2007
Organization:

Minister:

Board President:

Phone # of Board President:

[__INo of Sunday Services
[__] Other Services

[__]1 Weddings

[__1 Christenings

[__]1 Memorials

[__] Workshops

[__1 Hospital Visits

[__] Classes

You are blessed for all you do.
Gift Enclosed?
Amount:

Thank You.
You are appreciated.
Please mail to:
Treasurer—CPC
13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK
74017

rt Membership Application/

Renewal

Name:

Title: , Phone:

Address:

City: St:

Zip:

Email:
General Membership $60.00
Professional Membership $95.00
Independent Unity Minister  $95.00

Organizational Membership $125.00
Mail with Check to:

CPC—Treasurer
13196 South Ash Street
Claremore, OK 74017

Or Join on-line

www.fillmoresunity.com
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CPC Treasurers Report January 2009 Did you Know?
Barbara Hudson, Treasurer The Conference on Practical
Christianity is supported by the
Beginning Balance $396.85 generous gifts of the member-
Income ship?
Deposits $870.50
Total Income $870.50 So that we can continue to offer
Expenses you the Logos newsletter each
CPC Compensation $343.00 month along with advertising and
Office Expense! $192.43 research, you gifts are needed
Travel Expense $ 16.55 and appreciated.
Communications? $400.98
Bank Charges $ 19.00 Recently the Conference has re-
Web Expense $ 39.99 duced it’s operating cost by al-
Total Expenses $1011.95 most $5000.00 per year. We
Ending Balance $255.40 want to demonstrate that we are
Notes: good stewards so that as we ask
Includes Postage and other supplies. so shall we receive.
Includes establishing communications at the new office location

Spiritual Introspection by Rev. Charles Smith

f all the things we can do to realize a better life none is more constructive than the act of introspection. The act of
looking within on our deepest level to seek that which we most need to know in order to grow and thrive as divine
creations on God’s great Earth. It is not about finding fault with ourselves but it is the process of self realization.
We take a good look at what we have and what more we would like to have.
The process of having the ambition to go through the process of self realization may be called actualization. It is the drive
that makes us want to go within to discover what we really are. The ideal of this discovery is to realize that we are divine
children of God each unique and individualized to express the knowledge of experiential life. We discover that there is a
spark, the Christ, within each of us that can be awakened and become our way shower for all things leading to spiritual ma-
turity.
A more explicit definition of self-actualization according to Maslow is (1)"intrinsic growth of what is already in the organism,
or more accurately of what is the organism itself...self-actualization is growth-motivated rather than deficiency-motivated.”
People that have reached self-actualization are characterized by certain behaviors. Common traits amongst people that have
reached self-actualization are as follows:
e They embrace reality and facts rather than denying truth.
e They are spontaneous.
e They are interested in solving problems which may include personal problems or the emotional conflicts of others.

e They are accepting of themselves and others and lack prejudice.

It is this self actualization that is the force behind our acceptance that there is much more to the universe and to ourselves
that which we see ourselves to be. You are more than you are and because this is true you have a built in motivation to dis-
cern and discover the gifts God has given you. This is the positive side of our desire to become closer to the Truth that is
God.

What we need to discover is a set of tools with which to become this "More” that we are talking about. With the proper tools
we are able to immerse ourselves in this Truth (God) that we have long been seeking. These tools would be a way of life.
They would be what we picked up on our way of the house each morning and with these tools we could present the best of
God creation to all we see and experience.

Next Issue: The Tools:

1Maslow, Abraham H. "A Theory of Human Motivation." Psychological Review 50 (1943): 370-396. advancedhiring.com. 17 Oct. 2006
2 Reber, Arthur S. The Penguin Dictionary of Psychology. 2nd ed. London: Penguin, 1995.
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Zoroastrianism

Someone's knocking ...

"Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world-religions,
and it has probably had more influence on mankind, directly
and indirectly, than any other single faith." Mary Boyce.

The religion was founded by Zarathushtra in Persia -- mod-
ern-day Iran. It may have been the world's first monotheistic
faith. It was once the religion of the Persian empire, but has
since been reduced in numbers to fewer than 200,000 today.
Most religious historians believe the the Jewish, Christian
and Muslim beliefs concerning God and Satan, the soul,
heaven and hell, the virgin birth of the savior, slaughter of
the innocents, resurrection, the final judgment, etc. were all
derived from Zoroastrianism.The religion was founded by
Zarathushtra in Persia -- modern-day Iran. It may have been
the world's first monotheistic faith. It was once the religion
of the Persian empire, but has since been reduced in num-
bers to fewer than 200,000 today. Most religious historians
believe the the Jewish, Christian and Muslim beliefs concern-
ing God and Satan, the soul, heaven and hell, the virgin birth
of the savior, slaughter of the innocents, resurrection, the
final judgment, etc. were all derived from Zoroastrianism.

The Zorastrian holy book is called the Avesta. This includes
the original words of their founder Zarathushtra, preserved
in a series of five hymns, called the Gathas. The latter repre-
sent the basic source of the religion. The Gathas are abstract
sacred poetry, directed towards the worship of the One God,
understanding of righteousness and cosmic order, promotion
of social justice and individual choice between good and evil.
The Gathas have a general and even universal vision.

Zoroastrian Practices:

e Their worship includes prayers and symbolic ceremonies.

e Members are dedicated to a three-fold path, as shown in
their motto: "Good thoughts, good words, good deeds."

e Members can pray at home instead of going to a temple
if they wish

There are Christian scholars who say that if Jesus had not
come along when He did that present day Christians would

probably be Zoroastrian.

You can much information for further study by looking on the
Internet.

Report compiled by: Rev. Charles Smith

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was leaving the
room after paying a visit, and said, "Doctor, | am afraid
to die. Tell me what lies on the other side."

Very quietly the doctor said, "l don't know."

"You don't know? You, a Christian man, do not know
what is on the other side?"

The doctor was holding the handle of the door, on the
other side of which came a sound of scratching and
whining, and as he opened the door a dog sprang into the
room and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did you no-
tice my dog? He's never been in this room before. He
didn't know what was inside. He knew nothing except
that his master was here, and when the door opened he
sprang in without fear. | know little of what is on the
other side of death, but | do know one thing: | know my
Master is there, and that is enough. And when the door
opens, | shall pass through with no fear, but with glad-
ness."

Buddhist Humor

A Zen master once said to me, "Do the opposite of whatever
I tell you." So I didn't.

"Its amazing that the Buddha had such a grasp on the real-
ity of suffering without ever having to go to the DMV.

"Thank God I'm a Buddhist." - Ivan

"Don't just do something ... Sit there!"

Marge's comment on meditation.

"I gained nothing at all from Supreme Enlightenment, and
for that very reason it is called Supreme Enlightenment."

-- Gotama Buddha

"Hell was OK, until some wise guy went to heaven and came
back" -- Buddhadasa Bhikkhu

Things are not what they seem; Nor are they otherwise.

-- Lankavatara Sutra

"Living your life is a task so difficult, it has never been at-
tempted before."

Paradise is exactly like where you are right now ... only
much, much better. -- Laurie Anderson

Birds it would seem are so intent on being birds that they
have no time to speculate on their not being birds.

William A. Russell

"When I first started reading about Buddhism, I said this
emptiness is really heavy!" - Rev Ryunyo King
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Conference on Practical Christianity
31900 K-68 Hwy
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

College

AA, BS, MS, Doctorate
Advanced Religious Studies
Theology

Pastoral Counseling

Time to Fulfill
- your Dream

SZ =

Attainable Education

Affordable

1-877-382-3888

Fillmore Theological

Members Only

Complete On-Line Degree Programs

Ministerial Studies for Ordination

Challenging Informative

www.fillmorecollege.com

&ebs-\te D ESI'gO

Members of the Conference on Practical
Christianity can have a Full Website de-
signed with 5 full pages, PayPal donation
or shopping link and graphics for a one
time price of:

$299.00
Call today and | e

website project.

013-207-9241

Paid Advertisement

s Space

W Be Youry 7=

Got a workshop or book or
seminar or product you would
like to promote?

$39.00 per issue will get you
this space.

bs discuss your

You set up the artwork or we
do the price is the same.

Call Charlie at

1-800-948-3171
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