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Several events occurred during the month of April that caused the monthly Roundtable to
be re-scheduled. The new date is May 17, 2008. These “Roundtable” open meetings
were initially inaugurated for the purpose of continuing contact with all member of the
Conference. Something mysterious happened and the meetings were turned into Board
Meetings with rules of order and motions being made and votes happening so that very
little happened to encourage the General Membership to take part.

The purpose was for our members to be able to hold orderly discussions regarding their
concerns and desires. There would be no limitations concerning topics so long as what
was being discussed was presented in a professional manner and above all in kindness
and respect for each other. Board Meetings were to be open but would operate under a
separate set of rules (Robert’s Rules of Order) and would entertain motions and carry the
formal agenda of a typical Board Meeting. Board meeting would be held on a quarterly
basis and would be intended to attend to the needs and functions of the Conference.

This being said, the meetings will happen in the following manner:

January Board Meeting July Board Meeting
February Roundtable August Roundtable
March Roundtable September Roundtable
April Board Meeting October Board Meeting
May Roundtable November Roundtable
June Roundtable December Roundtable

This reorganized format will give members and the Board time to approach the business
of the Conference in a more orderly fashion. Additionally it is hoped that the member-
ship will take this opportunity to become more involved is the workings of our organiza-
tion. Because we re-scheduled the April meeting, the May meeting will be a combination
Roundtable and Board meeting. As you are aware, the meeting, except for the October
Board meeting will be held via telephone conference call. Numbers will be sent to you
prior to each meeting.

Rev. Teny Rule Fisher Completes Studies

Rev. Teny Rule Fisher completed her ministerial studies and was ordained by Lola Pauline
Mays New Thought Seminary on March 30th. Rev. Dr. Blaine Mays, Rev. Dr. Betty Mays
and Rev. Dr. Mimi Ronnie presided at the ordination which was held at Community
Church of New Thought in Mesa, Arizona.
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May 15, 2008 is the pro-
posed date for launching
our new website. We are
planning a cleaner look
and a more organized
approach to the re-
sources available.

Let us know what you
think.




Love in the Midst of Transition

by Rev. Susan Gumm

I am moved to tell the story of what
could have been an experience of deep
sorrow that turned into a story of deep
love and peace. As ministers, we are
called forth to witness and assist in the
transition of a soul from this worldly
experience into the spiritual realm. We
have witnessed the deep grief and pain
of those who are preparing to let go of
their loved one while we lead the dying
and the family through this necessary
process we call death.

My nineteen year old daughter recently
lost her best friend Binh to a rare type
of cerebral Lupus. She went into the
hospital on March 3™ with an episode
that the doctors hoped to bring back
into control. Binh had been diagnosed
with Lupus five years earlier, and the
sporadic episodes were now beginning
to worsen. Unfortunately after two
weeks in the hospital, Binh was placed
on a respirator as her disease quickly
advanced. It was in the third week
that her once healthy and strong body
began to break down and doctors, al-
though they valiantly tried, were unable
to slow the aggressive disease in her
body. By the fourth week her brain,
lungs, stomach and kidneys were hem-
orrhaging.

My husband and I received a call late in
the evening on April 2™ from her father
stating that the doctors had said Binh
would die and all had been done to
save her; it could be by morning. We
called our daughter who was up at col-
lege in Ft. Collins, Colorado and jumped
in the car to go pick her up and bring
her to the hospital. I tried as best as I
could to prepare her for what she would
see with Binh on life support, but noth-
ing can prepare you emotionally for
your first experience with life support.

It was on April 4™ that Binh would be
taken off life support. We were invited
to be at the hospital with the family as
they were removing life support at six.

I had witnessed the removal of life sup-
port before, and have been at the bed-
side of many who have passed, yet I
was not prepared for the ritual that
would unfold before us. Binh and her
family are of the Vietnamese Buddhist
tradition. Over the previous two days a
tape-player laid above her head with a
continuous prayer chant. As it was
explained to me, this prayer was pre-
paring her soul for her journey. Around
4:00 a Buddhist monk arrived to give
Binh a blessing then the family began
to gather around the bedside.

At 6:00 when all the family had arrived
(about 40), the most beautiful ritual
began. Binh's sister and her cousins
began to gently wash her face, hands
and feet. Then they ever so carefully
painted the nails on her toes and
hands, anointed her with oil and per-
fume and put a little makeup on her
face. In her bed they placed a few
meaningful items. This act was done
with so much love, so much honor and
so much beauty that the entire room
had an aura of love. I watched with
awe as those with so much grief dis-
played pure unconditional love in the
way they prepared Binh. Her mother,
father and others spoke to her and
kissed her.

Then they prepared to remove the life
support. The doctors came in and eve-
ryone gathered around the bed as they
played a new prayer chant. We were
asked by her father to withhold our
outbursts of crying so that Binh would
not feel the need to linger - so that her
soul would freely and peacefully move
onto its appointed journey. As the life
support was removed and the machines
finally went silent, Binh quickly let go
and gave up her earthly life for a more
wonderful journey.

Immediately after the doctors whis-
pered to her father that she had gone,
they began to play a Buddhist prayer
spoken by a monk and then chanted

several prayers. As this was all spoken
in Viethamese, my
daughter and I did
not understand what

was said, but we
understood instinc-
tively the signifi-

cance of the chants

and prayers which were guiding her
soul on its way. The prayers and
chants, recited by all of her family in
unison, were given for almost an hour
and were incredibly powerful. Then her
father thanked everyone who was part
of her life and what they had given to
her and asked that we each celebrate
her new life and freedom. Her body
was slowly covered as all were assured
her soul had begun its new journey in a
new life.

A mantle of peace then rested upon all
of us who had been grieving for Binh
for days - we would describe it as the
grace of the Holy Spirit. The room was
filled immediately with a healing power.
Binh was out of her pain and suffering
and was beautiful, whole and well in
the spiritual realm. We then recog-
nized the power of this ritual; it was
not about the death of Binh - we did
not need to feel sorry for her because
we knew that her soul was in its perfec-
tion in the divine realm - we recog-
nized that it was us, those left behind,
that still remain in the world of suffer-
ing. Our sense of loss was replaced
with the beginning of hope and healing
even if we could not make sense of the
loss of such a vibrant young woman.

As I reflect on this experience I wish to
ask all of you who minister to the dying
and their families to think about ways
we may better assist those who are
passing. Most of us in the western
world have lost this sense of peace that
these ancient rituals offer to the family.

Perhaps we can better help the dying
move toward their highest and best
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Love in the Midst of Transition

good by assisting the living in honoring
and blessing the dying. Perhaps we
can help those grieving to let go and
encourage the journey, instead of hold-
ing on. Perhaps we can offer a greater

sense of peace and stand in prayer
more than just a few moments and
encourage the soul to begin anew in
the light of pure love. The loving death
rituals of Binh’s family and their tradi-
tion had a profound affect on me and
really made me take a second look on
how death is treated in our culture. I
believe that we all should embrace an
experience such as this in order to
show more love and peacefulness to
our departing loved ones.

CPC Treasurers Report April—Barbara Hudson, Treasurer

Beginning Balance
Income
Membership Dues
Tithes

Other

Total Income

$125.00

Expenses

CPC Compensation
Office Rent
Office Supplies?
Communications
Software 2
Misc. Expense
Dues Refund
Bank Charges
Total Exp3enses
Ending Balance

$244.62

108.90

1. Includes Printer Ink, Postage and other supplies

2. QuickBooks Pro Software for accounting

$1494.10

904.63
12

$1028.75
400.00
287.86
102.45
183.75
155.00
15.00

$1497.58

$1025.27

501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

At the risk of repeating myself, I must
stress the importance of filing Quarterly
Reports to the Conference on Practical
Christianity if you are using the 501 c 3
non-profit tax status protection pro-
vided by the Conference.

We are in process of listing our Minis-
ters, churches and other organizations
that fall into this category with the IRS.
Failure to properly do the Quarterly
Report with the Conference puts every-
one in jeopardy.

If your ministry does not do any of the
things listed on the report simply leave
them unchecked. However, it is impor-
tant you file the report in a timely man-
ner.

If you have questions regarding this
matter please call Rev. Charlie Smith at
Conference Headquarters.

1-800-939-2023
Or email:

drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com

Professional Member Quarterly Report
2007
Organization:

Minister:

Board President:

Phone # of Board President:

[__INo of Sunday Services
[__] Other Services

[__]1 Weddings

[__1 Christenings

[__]1 Memorials

[__] Workshops

[__1 Hospital Visits

[__] Classes

You are blessed for all you do.
Tithe Enclosed?
Amount:
Thank You.
You are appreciated.
Please mail to:
Treasurer—CPC
13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK
74017

Membership Application/

Renewal
Name:
Title: , Phone:
Address:
City: St:
Zip:
Email:
[] General Membership $60.00
[ ] Professional Membership $95.00
[ ] Independent Unity Minister  $95.00

[ ] Organizational Membership $125.00

Mail with Check to:
CPC—Treasurer
13196 South Ash Street
Claremore, OK 74017

Or Join on-line

www.fillmoresunity.com
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Fillmore Theological College Rev. Donald Hudson

In one of her writings Mohja Kahf, an ethnic American poet wrote the following: "To seek the living manifestation of
spiritual and ethical values themselves, regardless of the label they come under, is to discover unexpected kin-
ship... In this view, faith is no longer a matter of an allegiance to a specific community or identity, but a cease-
|l ess search for the beautiful ways to realize the humaiwquld@addtaher
eloquent words that we must not only realize but “teach” others of the human potential and that teaching means we must
become involved. Fillmore Theological College is dedicated to teaching “whosoever will” and encouraging its students to go

forth and teach others, by word, deed, and most of all by example. Won't you come join us and support us?

: : :

Fillmore Theological College R, AA, BS, MS, PhD Degrees Offered
g 2

The Most Affordable , Quality Education Available _% l:éi:t' § 1 Advanced Religious Studies

Designed for:

Veritas Vos Liberabit

1 Personal Enrichment and Development Quality on-Line
Pastoral C li
9 Spiritual Understanding Education T astoral Lounseling
9 Ministerial Preparation for Ordination 1-877-383-3888 Apply for evaluation today. You might be closer

Call the number to the right for an application.

Theology

to a degree than you think.

Doing Favors Versus Being of Service

At the end of interviews, Oprah Winfrey asks people, “What
do you know for sure?” I know exactly what I will tell her
when she asks me that question. One thing I know for sure
is that the grandest changes in our lives come from subtle
shifts in our consciousness. Another thing I know is that
doing favors for people limits everyone involved, while being
of service helps us expand.

Do you ever feel like someone owes you for something? I'm
mot just talking about money here. I'm talking about that
sense we get when we do something nice for someone and
have the expectation that somehow, somewhere down the
road, they’re going to pay us back in some way even if it is
just in the form of a thank you.

When I was on Florida recently I was moved by two events
that happened. At the end of the service a gentleman
named Eddie got up and asked if he might whistle a song for
us. He was open and receptive to stepping out of his com-
fort zone and he got up in front of us all (something new for
him) and whistled and slapped on his thighs and got the en-
tire congregation clapping along with him. Even the band
members picked up his tune and began playing along. Then
he shared with us that his family was struggling and that if
anyone was moved by his song and could help in any way,
anything given would be gratefully received.

Did your hackles go up? Did you feel resistance to that re-
quest in your body anywhere? It's a pretty common gut re-
action. What was interesting to me was how quickly the
people present moved past that initial reaction and opened
up to be of service to Eddie, to give freely to him just as he
had given freely. It wasn't just his song— it was thye open-
ness of his heart, it was the way he shared his essence with
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by Rev. Paula Langguth Ryan

us. Instead of asking for a favor, he asked to be of service
to us. And instead of dong a favor for him, others chose to
be of service to him. You could see the courage becoming
more and more expressive on Eddie’s face, as he felt and
receive that acceptance. When he realized everyone was
eager for him to be of service, he gave it his all. I was espe-
cially touched by something Eddie said, “the reason God
made us look different is so we would be able to practice
remembering we are all one.”

Later that same Sunday, I conducted a workshop. A gentle-
man we later dubbed “Bike Messenger Bob” saw the sign for
the workshop and pedaled in to join us. Bike Messenger Bob
was an enthusiastic bundle of light and joy who demon-
strated being of service. When I asked for a glass of water,
he j7umped up, got me a glass of water. He got me a bigger
glass so I wouldn’t get thirsty later, brought me a brownie,
went out into the hallway and brought in a copy of my book
to show to people, bave people encouragement, and at the
end oif the workshop he disappeared without a trace. He
came solely to be of service. He didn't do it for any acknowl-
edgement, and reward, for anything in return.

Take some time this month to make a list of everyone you've
done a favor for in the past few months. Write down what
the favor was that you did. The cross out the words “di a
favor” and replace them with “was of service.” Notice the
changes you feel about the situation and you expectations of
being owed anything, or of being somehow apart from, or
more than, this person.

Be sure to visit Paula at: www.artofabundance.com
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this idea of kindness . ..

By Rev. Charles Smith

"Today I bent the truth to be kind,
and I have no regret, for I am far
surer of what is kind than I am of
what is true.”
Robert Brault

While random acts of kindness are cer-
tainly a good idea. Purposeful acts of
kindness as a way of life is better. It is
the difference of yielding to the dignity
of another and putting aside our own
ego of make-wrong.

The competition of our society of today
is to be right, to be first, to be the
smartest in everything we do. Problem
is in all of our getting to be right some-
one has to be the loser. If I am right,
someone has to be wrong, if I am
smart, someone has to be less and so it
goes.

It is okay to be first, and smart and
right. We are instructed to benefit
from all of the good God has provided
us. We are told to rejoice and be glad,
to ask and receive, to pray and be an-
swered and to prosper and thrive in
this wonderful learning place God has
provided and that which we humans
call Earth.

However, nowhere in the Bible do I
read that we are to receive and benefit
from these ideas at the expense of and
the dignity of others. In Truth we are
commanded to love God and to love
one another. Our Way Shower, Jesus
the Christ, speaks of these in the book
of Mark:

fiHear , O Israel, t he
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul

and with all your mind and with all your
strength. The second is this: Love your
neighbour as yourself. There is no com-
mandment greater than these."

A large part of loving one another is the
simple act of being kind to each other
at all times and under all conditions
and through all experiences. There is
no abrogation of this rule. It is said, “It
is okay to hate the deed but never okay

to hate the doer of the deed . We are
to forgive seventy times seven. Judg-
ment belongs to God. When we pray go
and forgive those with whom we have
issue and then come back to the alter.

You, however, did not come to know
Christ that way. Surely you heard of him

and were taught in him in accordance
with the truth that is in Jesus. You were

taught, with regard to your former way

of life, to put off your old self, which is

being corrupted by its deceitful desires;

to be made new in the attitude of your

minds; and to put on the new self, cre-

ated to be like God in true righteous-
ness and holiness.

Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to his
neighbor, for we are all members of one
body. "In your anger do not sin" @ po
not let the sun go down while you are
still angry, and do not give the devil a
foothold. He who has been stealing
must steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with his own
hands, that he may have something to
share with those in need.

Do not let any unwholesome talk come
out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according
to their needs, that it may benefit those

who listen. And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, with whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. Get
rid of all bitterness, rage and anger,
brawling and slander, along with every
form of malice. Be kind and compas-
$iohdtedto 6nE @notkep forgivirg fedch
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:20 -32 (NIV)

Taking a look at my own life and of the
quality of my inner peace and joy I am
finding that there is a greater part of me
that rejects actions and words in anger,
resentfulness, unforgiveness and make
wrong as those things upon what I wish
to build my future. When it becomes
more important for me to become right
than to honor your unigueness, when
the emphasis of how I treat with others

is placed in ego, when the quality of my
life depends on how much I can dimin-
ish the quality of yours, then I have no
hope for a bright future neither do I
have anything to teach.

On the other hand when my priorities
are for recognizing the divine in others,
for respecting, not their right to act
their way, but respecting their God
given right to act at all. I am grateful
that it is not my worry how others
might act or behave but only that my
actions are examples of the Truth that
is God and part of the Truth that is God
is that we are all one of God’s Divine
Children; we are all Holy.

Blessings from me to You

I bless you, my friend, because you
add to the quality of the fabric of
the universe in which I have exis-
tence.

I bless you, my friend, because you
are unique in every way having
been created from a very special
part of God’s heart.

I bless you, my friend, for all of the
things you have to teach me.

f I bless you, my friend, for your
smile and for your tears.

I bless you, my friend, for your joy
and your sadness.

I bless you, my friend, for showing
me that it is okay to praise God.

9 I bless you, my friend, for the full-
ness you place in my heart.

I bless you, my friend, for the tear
that forms in the corner of my eye
when I feel close to you.

f I bless you, my friend, because I
don’t want to treat you any other
way.

Ephesians 5:1-2

Be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering

and sacrifice to God.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204:20-32;&version=31;#fen-NIV-29283a

=i Spirit of Truth
Qg Celebrates
During the month of March,
Spirit of Truth Church of Gaines-
ville, Florida, led by Rev.
Theresa Wesly and Rev. Pamela

Schauer, celebrated it's fifth
anniversary.

From their newsletter, Light of
Truth,

AThere s mu c h
are grateful. To everyone who
had donated their time, talents,
and treasure we thank you. We
have a beautiful spiritual home
in which to meditate, worship,
teach, learn and grow together.
We have dedicated musicians
who grace us with their gifts

every Sunday.

SO

The gifts of love and light that
each person brings to the ex-
perience here bl els

Congratulations from CPC

Just for Fun ...

IQ Test

1. Do they have a 4th of July in Eng-
land?

2. How many birthdays does the
average man have?

3. Some months have 31 days; how
many have 28?

4. How many outs in a baseball in-
ning?

5. Is it legal in California for a man
to marry his widow’s sister?

6. Divide 30 by 1/2 and add 10.
What’s the answer?

7. If there are three apples and you
take away two how many do you
have?

8. A doctor gives you three pills tell-
ing you to take one every half
hour. How many minutes would
the pills last?

9. A farmer has 15 sheep and all but
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The Donkey in the Well ...

One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a well. The
animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried to
figure out what to do. Finally he decided the animal
was old, that the well needed to be covered anyway
and that it just wasn't worth retrieving the donkey. So
he invited all his neighbors to come over and help him.

They all grabbed a shovel and began to shovel dirt into
the well. At first, the donkey realized what was happening and cried hor-
ribly. Then, to everyone's amazement, he quietened down. A few shovel
loads later, the farmer finally looked down the well and was astonished
at what he saw. With every shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey
was doing something amazing. He would shake it off and take a step up.
As the farmer's neighbors continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal,
he would shake it off and take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was
amazed as the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and trotted
off!

nine die, how many does he have
left?

10. How many animals of each sex
did Moses take on the Ark.

11. How many two-cent stamps are
there in a dozen?

A SHORT HISTORY OF MEDICINE:

"Doctor, I have an ear ache."

2000 BC - "Here, eat this root."
1000 BC - "That root is heathen, say
this prayer."

1850 AD - "That prayer is supersti-
tion, drink this potion."

1940 AD - "That potion is snake oil,
swallow this pill."

1985 AD - "That pill is ineffective,
take this antibiotic."

2000 AD - "That antibiotic is artificial.
Here, eat this root!"

unknown

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to getting
out of the well is to shake it off and take a step up.

The preacher was wired for sound with a

lapel

mike, and as he preached, he

moved briskly about the platform, jerk-

ing the mike cord as he went.
Then he moved to one side,

getting

wound up in the cord and nearly tripping

before jerking it again.

After several circles and jerks, a little girl

in the third pew

leaned toward her

mother and whispered, "If he gets loose,

will he hurt us?"

Answers to IQ Test
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The Intent of the Master

ach of us is a part of

that which is called

God. All of the Masters

throughout the ages,
(such as Christ, Buddha, Lao Tsu)
have taught that it is within the power
of every individual, to become as self
realized as they, and to SEE as they
SEE. We too may know God just as
we can know our own selves. It is
within our power to understand the
purpose of life, and the greater po-
tentials of the human spirit. To do
this, we need only apply ourselves to
the same universal principles which
underlie all Teachings, Religions and
Philosophies. We too may perform
“miracles”, upon realizing that all the
resources for happiness, personal
power, strength, love and clarity, lie
within.

The only true obstacle to our spiri-
tual/evolutionary progress has always
been human-made ideas, which usu-
ally fall far short of the values and
precepts of Cosmic/Natural
Law. When we go beyond specific
cultures, nationalities, ideologies, po-
litical and social systems, it is then
that our true purpose and essence as
conscious beings is revealed. We are
not of nations but of God. Our true
self is not composed of thought or
social imagery, it is made of con-
sciousness. In consciousness we
know our fellow human beings as a
part of ourselves. We are all One
because we are all composed of the
same universal consciousness, (God/
unified field).

Having identified ourselves with con-
sciousness, we understand that hu-
manity does not merely reflect Divine
influence. We are in fact, each a
fragment of God. Our true place and
right focus is therefore within God
and Nature, so as to live and prosper
through Spiritual/Natural Laws. Our
true purpose is to carry out the de-

Rev. Don Hudson

signs of Nature and Divine Order, so as
to build a truly progressive world soci-
ety, and a truly profound inner
self. We are conduits for Divine ex-
pression, or in other words, Universal
Consciousness. That which organizes
the universe also organizes our cellular
structures, inter-galactic events, and
our very existence as human be-
ings. To understand consciousness
is to understand that organizing
influence. To attain greater and
greater mastery of consciousness, (to
expand it) is our very purpose, as
cells within the body of God. These
are some of the major tenets, teach-
ings and purposes of the Masters
throughout the ages.

Let us seek the very highest aspira-
tions, and the most noble of human
potentials. It is the mark of the genius
and the revolutionary, to not settle for
anything less than profound self reali-
zation. Let us all seek to be Masters
and to embrace Cosmic Purpose. To do
this, we must Intend greater Mastery,
and by the same token, gain greater
Mastery of Intent.

The fact that the Intent of the Mas-
ter is “perpetual realization” is hereby
explained;

1) “Perpetual realization” is the Intent
that a Master uses, in order to retain
the basic status/state of Mastery. It is
the Intent of total, ongoing, spiritual
progressiveness moment to moment,
of every day. It is the focus upon the
building of love and clarity without
end. Perpetual realization is therefore
the unceasing focus upon the expan-
sion of consciousness, both within the
self, and throughout the world.

The Master knows that it is through
Intent that all things are mani-
fest. Every thought we have and
every emotion we generate begins to
create in the surrounding environment
a reflection of that inner creation. To

think and feel is to create far more
than changes in ones’ neurochemistry;
it is to CAUSE TRANSFORMATION
both within and without. Every
thought, emotion, image and belief we
maintain, is founded upon an underly-
ing Intent. Every Intent we employ is
responsible for inner and outer mani-
festations. Intent is That in God and the
soul which, CAUSES SHIFTS TO BE
MADE IN THE UNIFIED FIELD OF CON-
SCIOUSNESS WHICH SURROUNDS
US. These unified field shifts then lend
themselves to similar manifestations on
the physical plane.

The Child Poem

"Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of
Life's longing for itself.

They come through you but not from
you, And though they are with you, yet
they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not
your thoughts. For they have their own
thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not
their souls, For their souls dwell in the
house of tomorrow, which you cannot
visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but
seek not to make them like you. For life
goes not backward nor tarries with yes-
terday.

You are the bows from which your chil-
dren as living arrows are sent forth.

The archer sees the mark upon the
path of the infinite, and He bends you
with His might that His arrows may go
swift and far. Let your bending in the
archer's hand be for gladness; For even
as he loves the arrow that flies, so He
loves also the bow that is stable."

From the 'Prophet' by Kahlil Gibran
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Conference on Practical Christianity
17 S. Pearl Street
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

The Absolute Idea . ..

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-
1831): Came up with the theory of
the Absolute Idea and he demon-
strated this by what we know as the
Hegelian Dialectic. Many of you might
remember it from your studies but I
will refresh the theory. I understand
it as an triangle creating other trian-
gles and then creating other triangles
each of which is a forward improve-
ment over the last. The improvement
depends upon our understanding of
the most recent synthesis.

Hegel believed that the evolution of
ideas occurs through a dialectical
process -that is, a concept gives rise
to its opposite, and as a result of this
conflict, a new and third view, the
synthesis, arises. This synthesis is at
a higher level of truth than the first
two views. Hegel's work is based on
the idealistic concept of a universal
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mind that, through evolution, seeks to
arrive at the highest level of self -
awareness and freedom.*

This is

Rev. Charles Smith

the Universe. This ongoing evolution of
infinite improvement could mean that
there are many Universes being created
at the same time.

sometimes
called the
“Absolute
Idea;” a
synthesis
so perfect
that it can-
not be
improved.
I think this
Absolute
Idea is
God and

Working toward the
purity of the Absolute
can never be a bad
thing. At some point
we are led to an open
door that can never be
closed an we are
treated to the Absolute
Truth in all it's glory.

Have fun as you con-
template the possibili-
ties. Always keep in
mind that it is spiritual

C. Smith

that our
journey is ever toward the Absolute
Idea and the reward is what we be-
come along the way. The dialectic
can be applied to everything including

understanding we seek
but often, intellectual understanding is a
step in the right direction.

1From, Let Us Reason, Ministries
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