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First Thoughts ...

What are our first thoughts in the
morning? Perhaps as we regain our
consciousness we do a mental check
to see what day it is and then our
mood of the morning is realized. We
may do a mental groan as we think,
“It is the first day back from vacation
or it is time to get in the monthly re-
ports.” We may remember the family
concerns. Or maybe we have no con-
cerns at all, but we just feel yucky.
We really do not want to get up at all.
If it is Sunday morning we may just
pull the covers over our heads and
nurture our negative feelings. Does
any of this sound familiar?

We have to remember that there is
nothing wrong with the morning-it is
just there. It cannot be negative in
any way. The trouble then must be
within us. We haven't learned to put
God into His day.

Newsletter of the

Rev. Jan Sloan

The next question is, “Do we enjoy feel-
ing this way?” Certainly not. We then
must create for ourselves a “happy day
recipe” to use each morning and that
recipe is recognizing God. God is the
foundation for all activity and is with us
to be utilized. We are taught that we
create our own world and we can create
and change our negative feelings.

How can we do this? We can refuse to
get up until we feel the presence of God
around us. We can affirm the Prayer of
Protection or some other affirmation and
realize that God the Good makes our day
energized and complete. We can create
a positive thought of God for every
negative thought of our concerns. We
can claim Divine Order for our day know-
ing that only good can and will come to
us even if we have to look beyond ap-
pearances.
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each morning we can
ask ourselves, “What
blessing will come to
me today?” Name the
things for which we
have to be thankful.

Think of the joyful
moments of our lives.

Rev. Jan Sloan

If we have made a habit of negative
thinking and we need a reminder we can
visibly create a “Happy Button” to push.
When we change our attitude each
morning we can change our day when
we change our day we can change our
world. It will be a rewarding, useful, and
spiritually satisfying experience. Try it
you might like it!

Rev. Sloan is the Senior Minister of Unity
Fellowship Church in Newport News, Vir-
ginia.
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By now you should have received your membership drive packet in the mail.
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thought was put into the new brochure for the purpose of attracting all people from all walks of

life and also to attract various organizations.

in the organization.

The design team felt that the initial criteria was
met and that we were proud to put the brochure to work in our efforts to increase membership
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Science vs. God (or Duality Explained) Unknown

A science professor begins his school year with a lecture
to the students, 'Let me explain the problem science has
with religion.' The atheist professor of philosophy pauses
before his class and then asks one of his new students to
stand.

'You're a Christian, aren't you, son?'

'Yes sir,' the student says.

'So you believe in God?'

'Absolutely.’

'Is God good?'

'Sure! God's good.'

'Is God all-powerful? Can God do anything?'
'Yes.'

'Are you good or evil?'

'The Bible says I'm evil.'

The professor grins knowingly. 'Aha! The Bible!" He consid-
ers for a moment. 'Here's one for you. Let's say there's a
sick person over here and you can cure him. You can do it.
Would you help him? Would you try?'

'Yes sir, I would.'
'So you're good..!"
'T wouldn't say that.'

'‘But why not say that? You'd help a sick and maimed per-
son if you could. Most of us would if we could. But God
doesn't.’

The student does not answer, so the professor continues.
'He doesn't, does he? My brother was a Christian who died
of cancer, even though he prayed to Jesus to heal him.
How is this Jesus good? Hmmm? Can you answer that
one?'

The student remains silent.

‘No, you can't, can you?' the professor says. He takes a sip
of water from a glass on his desk to give the student time
to relax.

'Let's start again, young fella. Is God good?'
'Er...yes,' the student says.

'Is Satan good?'

The student doesn't hesitate on this one. 'No.’

'Then where does Satan come from?'

The student falters. 'From God'

'That's right. God made Satan, didn't he? Tell me. Is there evil
in this world?'

'Yes, sir.'

'Evil's everywhere, isn't it? And God did make everything, cor-
rect?'

'Yes.'

'So who created evil?' The professor continued, 'If God created
everything, then God created evil, since evil exists, and ac-
cording to the principle that our works define who we are, then
God is evil.'

Again, the student has no answer. 'Is there sickness? Immoral-
ity? Hatred? Ugliness? All these terrible things, do they exist in
this world?'

The student squirms on his feet 'Yes.'
'So who created them?'

The student does not answer again, so the professor repeats
his question. 'Who created them?' There is still no answer.
Suddenly the lecturer breaks away to face in front of the class-
room. The class is mesmerized. 'Tell me," he continues onto
another student. 'Do you believe in Jesus Christ, son?"

The student's voice betrays him and cracks. 'Yes, professor, I
do.'

The old man stops pacing. 'Science says you have five senses
you use to identify and observe the world around you. Have
you ever seen Jesus?'

'No sir. I've never seen Him.'
'Then tell us if you've ever heard your Jesus?'
'No, sir, I have not.'

'Have you ever felt your Jesus, tasted your Jesus or smelled
your Jesus? Have you ever had any sensory perception of Je-
sus Christ, or God for that matter?'

'No, sir, I'm afraid I haven't.'
'Yet you still believe in him?'
'Yes.'

'According to the rules of empirical, testable, demonstrable
protocol, science says your God doesn't exist. What do you say
to that, son?'

'Nothing,' the student replies. 'I only have my faith.'
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'Yes, faith,' the professor repeats. 'And that is the problem
science has with God. There is no evidence, only faith.'

The student stands quietly for a moment, before asking a
question of his own. 'Professor, is there such a thing as
heat?'

'Yes,' the professor replies. 'There' s heat.'
'And is there such a thing as cold?'

'Yes, son, there's cold too.'

'No sir, there isn't.'

The professor turns to face the student, obviously inter-
ested The room suddenly becomes very quiet. The student
begins to explain.

You can have lots of heat, even more heat, super-heat,
mega-heat, unlimited heat, white heat, a little heat or no
heat, but we don't have anything called 'cold'. We can hit
up to 458 degrees below zero, which is no heat, but we
can't go any further after that. There is no such thing as
cold; otherwise we would be able to go colder than the
lowest-458 degrees'

'Every body or object is susceptible to study when it has or
transmits energy, and heat is what makes a body or mat-
ter have or transmit energy. Absolute zero (-458 F) is the
total absence of heat. You see, sir, cold is only a word we
use to describe the absence of heat. We cannot measure
cold. Heat we can measure in thermal units because heat
is energy. Cold is not the opposite of heat, sir, just the
absence of it.'

Silence across the room. A pen drops somewhere in the
classroom, sounding like a hammer.

What about darkness, professor. Is there such a thing as
darkness?'

Yes,' the professor replies without hesitation. What is

night if it isn't darkness?'

‘You're wrong again, sir. Darkness is not something; it is
the absence of something. You can have low light, normal
light, bright light, flashing light, but if you have no light
constantly you have nothing and it's called darkness, isn't
it? That's the meaning we use to define the word.'

'In reality, darkness isn't. If it were, you would be able to
make darkness darker, wouldn't you?'

The professor begins to smile at the student in front of
him. This will be a good semester. 'So what point are you
making, young man?'

'Yes, professor. My point is, your philosophical premise is
flawed to start with, and so your conclusion must also be

flawed.'

The professor's face cannot hide his surprise this time.
'Flawed? Can you explain how?'

'You are working on the premise of duality,' the student ex-
plains. 'You argue that there is life and then there's death; a
good God and a bad God You are viewing the concept of God
as something finite, something we can measure. Sir, science
can't even explain a thought'

'It uses electricity and magnetism, but has never seen, much
less fully understood either one. To view death as the oppo-
site of life is to be ignorant of the fact that death cannot exist
as a substantive thing. Death is not the opposite of life, just
the absence of it.'

'Now tell me, professor. Do you teach your students that
they evolved from a monkey?'

'If you are referring to the natural evolutionary process,
young man, yes, of course I do.'

'Have you ever observed evolution with your own eyes, sir?'

The professor begins to shake his head, still smiling, as he
realizes where the argument is going. A very good semester,
indeed.

Since no one has ever observed the process of evolution at
work and cannot even prove that this process is an on-going
endeavor, are you not teaching your opinion, sir? Are you now
not a scientist, but a preacher?’

The class is in uproar. The student remains silent until the
commotion has subsided.

'To continue the point you were making earlier to the other
student, let me give you an example of what I mean.'

The student looks around the room. 'Is there anyone in the
class who has ever seen the professor's brain?' The class
breaks out into laughter. 'Is there anyone here who has ever
heard the professor's brain, felt the professor's brain, touched
or smelled the professor's brain?

No one appears to have done so. So, according to the estab-
lished rules of empirical, stable, demonstrable protocol, sci-
ence says that you have no brain - with all due respect, sir.'

So if science says you have no brain, how can we trust your
lectures, sir?'

Now the room is silent. The professor just stares at the stu-
dent, his face unreadable.

Finally, after what seems an eternity, the old man answers.
I guess you'll have to take them on faith.'

'Now, you accept that there is faith, and, in fact, faith exists

(continued on page 4)
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Science vs. God
(cont from page 3)

The Jig Saw Puzzle Its Revelation
Rev. Gloria Alexander

with life,' the student continues. 'Now, sir, is there such a
thing as evil?'

Now uncertain, the professor responds, 'Of course, there is.

We see it everyday. It is in the daily example of man's inhu-
manity to man. It is in the multitude of crime and violence
everywhere in the world. These manifestations are nothing
else but evil.'

To this the student replied, 'Evil does not exist sir, or at least
it does not exist unto itself. Evil is simply the absence of
God.

It is just like darkness and cold, a word that man has cre-
ated to describe the absence of God. God did not create evil.
Evil is the result of what is left when God is absent.

It's what happens when man does not have God's love pre-
sent in his heart.

It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the
darkness that comes when there is no light.'

The professor sat down.

Editor’s Note:

This story is an old first year philosophy/theology scene that
was originally intended to put the wizened ole professor in
his place. However, there is a much more important lesson
to be gleaned from this tale of philosophical banter. It is a
tremendous remark on the path of duality that many people
tend to take in their effort to be right in the religious arena.

Duality is the stumbling block most folks have in their path
to understanding Truth. Doesn’t matter the movement or
the religion, duality is the hill we have to climb in order to
observe the one wondrous view of God and all that God im-
plies. I believe this is a story worth retelling and certainly
worthy of thought.

The existence of anything not good or not positive can only
be explained in the absence of good (God). To accept any-
thing negative or evil as a power or a reality is to reject the
premise of the Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient
God of Grace, Truth and Love. One God one reality.

You are the one unique and perfect creation in Truth of the
one Perfect God. This is the celebration of Unity and this is

evidence of your oneness with the Creator.

Rev. Charles Smith
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In Unity, we focus on becoming aware of God’s Divine Plan I
all that we do and I our lives and by doing so are able to
step back and see the beauty and perfect order in all things
and situations.

In 1976, after leaving a position, I, a single parent, took my-
self and my 4 year old daughter from New York to visit my
parents in Florida. As it happened we stayed seven weeks.
I spent a great deal of time going to
prayer meetings with my mother and
various Unity activities and enjoying
the companionship of like-minded peo-
ple. During that time my Dad was re-
covering from serious eye surgery and
it was nice to have the novelty of a
young granddaughter around. I took a
jig saw puzzle (the first and last I ever worked with) and it
took me seven days to put it together. It was a beautiful
picture of a piano with a rich, red velvet shawl, sheet music
and a violin on top. It was meaningful to me because my dad
played the violin and I the piano. While I was working the
puzzle, there was one piece; a really ugly looking piece that
I was attempting to put into what I was sure the correct
place. It just had to be. The colors on the surrounding pieces
seemed to be looking for it. No matter what I did, it would
not go. I finally threw it on the side and almost destroyed
the puzzle. Nevertheless, I persisted. When all the other
pieces were in place, there was one spot left and that ugly
piece. It fit perfectly and easily into the space. When it was
completed, I noted how beautiful it looked when it was
where it belonged.

This was one of the most profound learning experiences of
my life. I came to the realization that when the unpleasan-
tries or that which we perceive as unpleasant occur, if we
step back and look at the total picture or allow for the future
perfection of the outcome in Divine Time and In Divine order
through Divine Love, that it is exquisite. The depth of my
realization during that seven week experience increased
daily and the night before we returned to New York, I awoke
in almost night light into the Silence. The sound of the Si-
lence was absolutely exquisite! As I listened to its beauty in
awe, I suddenly heard a symphony burst forth as the birds
began to greet the new day. Various kinds of birds began
their morning prayer of gratitude for a new day. (I had never
particularly liked birds) On this day I was amazed by the
phenomenal music I heard. I suddenly understood how the
great classical composers, even Bach, who was deaf, were
able to write all that they did. They listened in the Silence as
God spoke through them.
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Fillmore Theological College Rev. Donald Hudson

ae0logy,
Pl
Shakespeare said, nothing is either good or bad it is thinking that makes it so. And, in the world we have E ’T‘ 2:
created it is easy to make judgments in either direction. Eckhart Tolle in his book A New Earth, Awaken- "3:;. F C :’
ing To Your Life’s Purpose, calls the collective dysfunctional thinking that currently abounds in society | Veritas Vos Liberabit

“collective mental illness”. In almost every facet of society we hear the call for change and the responsi-

bility for that change affixed to one group or another. Gandhi introduced an entirely new dimension in the technique of trans-
formation (otherwise known as change). He insisted on individual conduct. He said that "the values which the revolution
sought to establish must first be translated into the daily life of those who sought to bring about revolution". A change of con-
text was not enough. "Change in the daily life of those who sought to change the context was essential." This was the first
and preliminary condition of bringing about a change of heart in those who were ranged on the other side. He de-
clared, "Having flung aside the sword, it is only the cup of love that I can offer to those who oppose me." In other words we
must cease the senseless divisiveness of choosing sides and embody the change we envision.

In Mind The Master Power, Charles Roth writes "When we seek knowledge and understanding of the spiritual universe with
the same desire and drive that we have heretofore applied to seeking knowledge of the outer universe, we will come to know
that the Inner universe is our true security. Fillmore Theological College (FTC) provides review of knowledge already obtained
and exposure to that which is presently unknown with the vision of providing opportunity for individual change as the student
is want. It is this kind of thought-provoking dialogue and thinking you will experience as a student or mentor at FTC. As
each of us embrace and become change we forever impact the course of humanity.
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CPC Treasurers Report August-2008 Affirm
Divine | th h h of
Barbara Hudson, Treasurer Vine fove, through each of us,
blesses and multiplies all that we

Bedinning Bal $626.54 have, all that we give and all

eginning Balance ’ that we receive.

Income o

. And so it is.
Membership Dues $000.00
Tithes $879.63
E Total Income $879.63 The Conference on Practical
xpenses . Christianity is grateful for the
CPC Compensation $226.00
Office Expense® $100.89 good work of our Treasurer,
c cati $79'92 Barbara Hudson. Her sense of
ommunications ) dignity for the work she is doing
Bank Charges $21.00 ,
as well as the presence of God'’s
Rent $150.00 L
love working in and through her
Total Expenses $577.81
. serves as an example to us all.

Ending Balance $928.36

Notes:

1 Includes Postage and other supplies. God is our source for all good
things and we are grateful as we
go about God’s work. God does

- i not have what we desire. God is

The Children by Rev. Charles Smith what we desire.

Have you considered that one of the reasons Jesus came to Earth to walk among us was to
experience, for God, all that God had created? If this be true then I am glad God got to
smell the fresh air and the flower blossoms. I am glad that, through Jesus, God got to ex-
perience the joy of waking each day and walking the mountains and felt rain upon His face
and heard rustle of tree leaves blowing in the wind. I accept this.

Then I consider that each of us is also an experiencer for God. We each can give back to
God by experiencing the joy of everything we know, think, see and do. It is our responsibil-
ity to do this. It gives me reason for my creation. This experience that I have in the
name of God has a great deal to do with the reason I exist.

Each morning Jesus arose and took one more step closer to the ultimate price He was to pay for humankind. I believe Jesus
did this not only with the utmost courage but that He did it with joy while living each moment to it’s fullest. I am personally
grateful for the second chance. Whether you endorse the thought that Jesus is your Savior you must accept that God, in His
infinite wisdom, built in a second chance for each of us to begin again. To live the awakened experience for God.

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2

What a wonderful gift. We can begin again by simply changing our minds. And when we do this we begin the ultimate ex-
perience where each thing we do is a true gift to God through God. It is merely a question of the quality of our gifts and what
we choose to give to God

And finally I think of the Joy and gladness Jesus must have felt as He experienced (in the nature of God) the feeling of a baby
grasping his finger or a toddler sitting on His lap safely sleeping or the gentle arms of a young child hugging Him about the
neck. These wonderful gifts the children give us are given to God through our experience. It is our gift and may well be our
reason for being. For the extraordinary gift God gave me through Jesus I write this note with peace and love in the form of a
tear in the corner of my eye and I rejoice.

Can you imagine the purity of the experiences the children bring to God? Each child awakening in Earth. Each child fresh
from God. Each child seeing, hearing and feeling things his or her own way and offering their experience to God. How grand.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=52&chapter=12&verse=2&version=31&context=verse

COMPARISON OF THE FOUR GOSPELS by Robert Sloan

A detailed examination of the first four gospels of the New
Testament brings to our attention some peculiar facts.

Let’'s start with Mark written around seventy years after
Jesus was born. Mark’s gospel was perhaps the only written
events of Jesus life the early Christians had after He died. It
contains 665 verses yet only 8 are dedicated to the resurrec-
tion.

This most famous event rates only a brief mention. Why is
that? The simple answer is when Marks’ gospel was written
the story of Jesus resurrection had yet to be developed and
Marks’ gospel ends without a mention of the fact that the
disciples believed that Jesus had been raised from the dead.
Instead it only tells us that the disciples fled the scene. Only
women appear in Marks’ version of what happened and they
ignored the Angles command to tell the disciples to go to
Galilee so the risen Jesus could meet them there. The
women, like the disciples flee the area telling no one what
they had seen. There are no angels only a young man
dressed in white who calmly announces that “He has risen.”
No guards, no shroud, no risen Lord.

Matthews’ testimony came about ten years later. Ro-
mans had sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the temple by
then and many Jews had fled into the Greek speaking world.
The Orthodox Jews who stayed in the Holy Land viewed the
new Jewish Christians as a problem---as much of a problem
as the Romans. Bitter hostility existed between the Ortho-
dox Jews and the emerging Christians Jews. Marks’ gospel
left many unanswered questions. Matthew merely changed
the story to suit his troubled times.

Now the messenger who announces the resurrection be-
comes an angel. He descends in an earth quake with face
like lightening. Guards are struck down, the stone has been
rolled away and the angel perches upon it. The women are
gripped in fear, but the fear quickly changes to joy. Contrary
to Marks’ account the women rush out to tell the disciples
what has happened and actually meet the risen Jesus. Here
for the first time the risen Lord is actually described and
what did the women do? They took hold of his feet and wor-
shipped him. Mark says, “Later Jesus appeared to his disci-
ples and proclaimed that all authority in heaven and earth
has been given to me. I will always be with you.” The Jew-
ish messiah named Jesus has now become Christ to the
world. In Matthew everything is more vivid and meticulous.
Then comes along Luke around 90 AD.

By then the Jewish Christians had moved further away from
Judaism so Luke radically modified the resurrection
story to accommodate this change. The women here are at
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the tomb but this time they find it empty and go tell the disci-
ples. Peter returns and finds only the discarded burial
clothes. Luke comes along and tells a story found no where
else in the Bible. It involves Jesus traveling in disguise en-
countering certain disciples, sharing a meal, then when recog-
nized disappeared. There is another encounter with all of the
disciples where they doubt his flesh, so he eats with them and
then vanishes. Only in Luke do we find this story of Jesus
ascension into heaven. A sense of supernatural rapture has
now been grafted into the risen Christ.

Then there is John. These stories were written farthest
away from the life of Jesus, somewhere around 100 AD.
There are so many changes in this epistle it's almost as if
John talks of a totally different Jesus. No Bethlehem birth,
here Jesus was born in Nazareth. The other three gospels
talk of a three year ministry, John tells of only one which John
says is the only one. The last supper in John occurs on the
day before Passover; the crucifixion on the day the lamb was
slaughtered (different from the other three versions.) John
also moved the day the temple was cleansed to the day after
Palm Sunday to sometime early in Jesus’ ministry.

In Johns’ version Mary Magdalene alone goes to the tomb and
finds it empty. She doesn’t even consider a resurrection but
instead thinks the body has been stolen. Only when she re-
turns with Peter and the other disciples does she see the two
angels then the angels are transformed into Jesus Himself.

Look how this one detail about who was in the tomb changed;
Marks’ young man dressed in white becomes Matthews’ daz-
zling angel which Luke claims are two angels and John defines
the two heavenly angels which become Christ. Now was the
risen Christ seen in the garden on the first day of the week?
Christians are told this. Mark and Luke say no, Matthew says
yes, John says not at first, but Mary Magdalene did see him
later. In conclusion, the resurrection seemed to become more
miraculous to accommodate the changing but believing world.
This does not detract from the veracity of the facts nor does it
detract the Holiness of the Word once you understand that at
the times these epistles were written the world had changed
enormously. Memories diminished, stories from word of
mouth, as well as the language vernacular had changed. One
could compare this to the memories of our own world from
the 50's to the 70’s to today’s events.

References for this article come from the King James version
of the Holy Bible and The Alexandria Link by Steve Barry.

Robert Sloan is a member of Unity Fellowship Church in New-
port News, Virginia, where he teaches classes and is active in
the church activities. Bob is husband of Rev. Jan Sloan
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